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BEGINNING OF CIVIL WAR.   THE ALLIES.   MARIUS

AND SULLA

HOW far the state had been crippled by the first manifes-
tations of acute party strife begun by the Gracchi was
shown by the events which followed the death of the
younger brother. Hoping, probably, to divert popular attention
from the critical issues raised by the Gracchi, the Senate,
immediately after their victory at home, began a succession of
foreign wars. These wars resembled the final campaign against
Carthage. Their object was to promote the financial interests
of the large landowners who formed the ruling class, and to
increase the territory of the Roman state in Gaul and Africa,
as well as to draw away the attention of the people from
domestic affairs. It was intended to send thither as colonists
the unruly section of the proletariate. The senators also
hoped to find a good investment for their capital by buying
up the land taken from the native inhabitants.

The first attack was made without any reasonable pretext
upon the independent tribes of Gaul in the neighbourhood of
Massilia. Between 125 and 121 B. c. a considerable part of
the Rhone valley was occupied by Roman armies and con-
verted into a Roman province. In 118 B. c. Narbo, the first
Roman colony outside Italy, was founded, and the province
was called after it Gallia Narbonensis. About the same time
operations were begun in Africa against the heirs of Masinissa.
Jugurtha, one of Masinissa's grandsons, sought to deprive his
cousins of their shares in the kingdom of Numidia. The
Romans then interfered, and when Jugurtha refused to
submit to their demands, war followed. The story of the
war was related by Sallust, a partisan of Caesar's, with the
object of painting in dark colours the defective foreign policy
of the Senate, and of showing up the corruption and venality
of the senators as a class. In itself the war was not specially
important; but it gave a handle to the enemies of the Senate,
and they used it to accuse the Senate's generals of many
heinous crimes. Having little but Sallust's narrative to guide
us we do not know the exact truth of these charges; but it